Software

Almost all of the software you'll need is included in a full installation of Windows 2000 Server. After the main OS installation has completed, and you reboot the server, Internet Explorer fires up with a page entitled Windows 2000 Configure Your Server: 
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Use the Windows Components wizard to set up other advanced
Windows senices, such as Certification Authority and Remote
Installation. You can run this wizard at any time to add or remove
components and custornize your server configuration

/g Start the Windows Components wizard.
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You can use this page to install the extra services and applications that you want to run on the server. You'll need to select the Advanced option and then Optional Components in the left-hand menu, then Start the Windows Components Wizard in the right-hand window to install IIS and the other Web-related software such as the Indexing Services, Clustering Services, Message Queuing Services, etc. If you want to install Active Directory, you must also first install and set up DNS from this page, then select the Active Directory option. There are Wizards that will step you through each of the processes, and they generally make the whole task very simple. 

There are other items of software that you may like to install as you use this book. There are several server components that we include with the sample files, or which we provide links to so that you can download them from the original source. The sample files you'll see used in this book can all be downloaded from our own Web sites at:

http://webdev.wrox.co.uk/books/2610

http://www.wrox.com/Store/Details.asp?Code=2610

Development Tools

Probably the most obvious development tool for working with ASP is Microsoft's own Visual Studio package; or just Visual InterDev (one of the components of Visual Studio) on its own. Visual InterDev, especially in the latest version, provides a whole range of editing, debugging and code building tools. There are also many Wizards to help you get the job done more quickly.

As well as Visual InterDev, Visual Studio contains Visual Basic and Visual C++, both of which are ideal for building your own Active Server Components for use in your Web applications. You can also build Active Server Components using any other COM-enabled language such as other C++ development environments, Delphi, J++, PowerBuilder, etc.

Other companies also provide tools to build ASP pages and complete Web applications, including Drumbeat© (http://www.elementalsw.com), Fusion© 3.0 (http://www.netobjects.com), HAHTSite© (http://www.haht.com), Cold Fusion© (http://www.allaire.com), XBuilder© (http://www.signmeup.com) and many others.

